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' }Aotearoa’s indigenous culture is a rich one, not l§ast because Maori \
( of centuries past produced our oldest art form - rock art - by tching
and painting taniwha, waka, whales and\tkher designs in hundreds
of cavés and sites countrywide. Discover history and culture through
art - and how to take your own cave'tour - on page 30.

Qurs has always been a country of immigrants, but long gone are
the days of importing largely from the Queen’s realm\In these pages
you'll learn how\a Chinese New Zealander keeps her cylture alive
for her children, and how 50 years after Samoan indepéndence the
country’s special relationship with New Zealand lives on. Plus we
drop in on a special party bringing Christmas cheer to sick and
underprivileged kids.
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

Without ships and other vessels, we wouldn't be
here to mull over New Zealand’s history. Read on to
dlscover more about the sea crafts that got us to and
round Aotearoa, fromiMaori waka to the inter-
d ferry Aromoana@nd how the many vessels were

page 74. And Gove@or General Slr ]erry
reflects on the 6o- syear reign of a Queen he's as fond
of as she is of New Zealand.




As well as you might know this country of ours, there are always more stories to share and hear about
Aotearoa — and sometimes you find them in the most unexpected places. TAKE the stamps on

your mail, for instance.

Each year since 1984, The New Zealand Collection has showcased the stamps that New Zealand Post
issued in the calendar year — and 2012 continues this tradition. This year’s lot is A bumper crop of

quintessentially Kiwi designs by artists and designers including the renowned Michel Tuffery.

Experts in their fields and intrepid journalists take us that bit CLOSER to the stories behind the

stamps in these pages, as they ponder New Zealand's landscape, nature, culture and history. Discover
more about everything from tiki tours to Tolkien tourism, Maori rock art to Chinese festivals, our Air
Force to our ships, native plants to native sea lions, a special kids” Christmas party to the Queen’s

affection for New Zealand.

The telegram sent by the Queen to then-Governor-General Dame Catherine Tizard after she took a
parachute jump is just one of many yarns that will surprise, intrigue and inform you. Go on, take a

LOOK at Actearoa as you've never seen it before. AN
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