
   The 
Sweet 
Smell of 
Success

Forget the rugby, the 
America’s Cup and our 
no-brag policy – for all 

New Zealand’s “tyranny 
of distance” and puny 

population, we earn  
the world’s admiration 

and gratitude 
 in numerous fields. 

Stacey Anyan and  
Sarah Lang catch 15  

of our brightest stars.
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Bruce Campbell 
believes New 
Zealand’s 
new wave of 
opportunity 
lies in breeding 
“superfruits”, the 
next generation 
of functional 
foods that have 
positive effects on 
gastro-intestinal 
wellbeing and 
immune defences. 
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New Zealand has 
the best hut and 
track network in 
the world. Our 
backcountry boasts  
around 1400 huts.  
Italy and Norway 
— countries of 
similar size 
and geographic 
complexity — have 
less than half that.
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Offshore islands 
are perhaps New 
Zealand’s greatest 
conservation 
success story. 
Painstakingly 
freed of pests, 
they’ve been 
transformed 
into “arks” 
for critically 
threatened species 
at risk on the 
mainland. 
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Despite recent 
losses in the 
America’s Cup, 
our country’s 
yachting profile 
continues to 
swell... more 
than 50 per cent 
of the crew in 
international 
sailing events are 
Kiwi. 
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As global demand 
for natural and 
organic products 
shoots up, New 
Zealand’s “clean 
green” and “100% 
Pure” brandings 
are a handy 
platform to grab 
our slice of the 
natural products 
pie. 
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While our solo 
efforts in medical 
research are 
highly impressive, 
international 
collaborations 
(about a third of 
our research) are 
important given 
New Zealand’s 
small size. 



7 6  |  N O R T H  &  S O U T H  |  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 8

The World of 
Wearable Arts 
concept is a 
distinctly New 
Zealand one, and it 
has sure caught on. 
WOW continues to 
attract worldwide 
entries, media 
attention and 
acclaim.
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A veteran 
World Barista 
Championships 
judge says New 
Zealand is a “top 
international 
player known for 
brilliant espresso, 
consistent 
quality and a 
sophisticated 
coffee culture.”
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